International Research Journal of Management and Social Sciences, Vol. V, Issue 2, April - June 2024
ISSN (ONLINE):2710-0308 www.irjmss.com ISSN (PRINT):2710-0316

Evaluating the Existing Teaching Strategies to Teach Mathematics at Secondary Levels in
Private Schools in Karachi

Evaluating the Existing Teaching Strategies to Teach
Mathematics at Secondary Levels in Private Schools in
Karachi

Wagqar Ali
Ph D Scholar, Department of Teacher Education, University of Karachi, Karachi.

Imtiaz Ahmed
Assistant Professor, Department of Teacher Education, University of Karachi,
Karachi.

Intizar Hussain
Lecturer, Department of Teacher Education, University of Karachi, Karachi.

Received on: 23-04-2024 Accepted on: 24-05-2024

Abstract
This study aims to evaluate the teaching strategies employed to teach mathematics at
the secondary level in private schools in Karachi. By exploring various methodologies,
classroom practices, and teacher-student dynamics, this paper seeks to identify the
strengths and shortcomings of current approaches. Data were collected through
classroom observations, teacher interviews, and student performance metrics. The
findings highlight a mix of traditional and modern techniques with an emphasis on
rote learning, which hinders conceptual understanding. The paper concludes with
recommendations for enhancing pedagogical approaches in mathematics education
to foster critical thinking and problem-solving skills.

Keywords: Teaching Strategies, Mathematics, Secondary Level, Private Schools, Karachi

Introduction

Mathematics is a foundational subject that plays a crucial role in developing analytical and
logical thinking among students. Effective teaching strategies are essential for ensuring that
students grasp core mathematical concepts, especially at the secondary level when more
advanced topics such as algebra, geometry, and calculus are introduced. In Karachi’s private
schools, there exists a diversity of teaching methodologies, but there is limited research on
how effective these strategies are in promoting deep understanding among students. This
research seeks to bridge that gap by evaluating the existing methods used in teaching
mathematics at the secondary level in Karachi’s private schools.

Research Objectives
1. To identify the common teaching strategies used to teach mathematics at the
secondary level in private schools in Karachi.
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2. To evaluate the effectiveness of these strategies in fostering students’ understanding
of mathematical concepts.

3. To explore the challenges faced by teachers in implementing innovative teaching
methods.

4. To provide recommendations for improving mathematics teaching strategies in
private schools.

Research Questions

1. What are the primary teaching strategies employed in secondary mathematics classes
in private schools in Karachi?

2. How effective are these strategies in promoting student engagement and
understanding?

3. What are the obstacles teachers face in applying alternative or modern teaching
methods in mathematics?

4, How can teaching practices be improved to enhance students’ conceptual

understanding and problem-solving skills?

Literature Review

Effective mathematics teaching requires a balance between content delivery and skill
development. Traditional teaching methods, such as lecture-based instruction, remain
prevalent in many educational institutions, including private schools in Karachi. However,
modern educational theories emphasize student-centered learning, where inquiry-based and
problem-solving approaches are prioritized. Research conducted by Alzahrani et al. (2021)
highlights the need for contextualized mathematics instruction that connects concepts to
real-life situations, thus promoting better understanding and retention.

Mathematics education is globally recognized as a pivotal component of secondary education,
as it fosters logical reasoning, problem-solving abilities, and critical thinking. Effective
teaching strategies play a key role in determining how well students engage with and
understand mathematical concepts. The current literature on mathematics pedagogy
presents a variety of strategies that have been implemented with varying levels of success in
different contexts.

Traditional Teaching Methods in Mathematics

Lecture-based instruction has been the predominant method of teaching mathematics for
decades. According to Anthony and Walshaw (2009), direct instruction is still considered
effective for conveying procedural knowledge, particularly in more formal mathematical
content areas such as algebra and geometry. However, this method has its limitations when
it comes to fostering deep conceptual understanding. Hiebert and Grouws (2007) argue that
while traditional methods can efficiently transmit knowledge, they often fail to engage
students in active learning or critical thinking.

Rote Learning in Mathematics

Rote learning, characterized by memorization without understanding, is a common practice
in many educational systems, particularly in developing countries. Ashcraft and Krause
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(2007) emphasize that rote learning is prevalent in mathematics because it simplifies the
process of achieving short-term results, such as passing exams. However, Boaler (2016)
critiques this approach, noting that it can undermine students’ ability to apply mathematical
principles in new or unfamiliar situations. Boaler's work further highlights the importance of
encouraging students to develop a relational understanding of mathematics, where they can
connect new concepts to their existing knowledge base.

Student-Centered Learning and Inquiry-Based Approaches

Research suggests that student-centered learning approaches, such as inquiry-based
learning, are far more effective than traditional lecture-based methods in fostering long-term
retention and understanding. Piaget (1952) and Vygotsky (1978) were early proponents of
constructivist theories, which argue that students learn best when they actively construct
knowledge through exploration and collaboration. More recent studies by Felder and Brent
(2004) and Hmelo-Silver, Duncan, and Chinn (2007) suggest that inquiry-based learning in
mathematics not only helps students grasp complex concepts but also promotes critical
thinking and problem-solving abilities.

In their meta-analysis of inquiry-based learning, Minner, Levy, and Century (2010) found that
classrooms that adopt student-centered strategies, such as group problem-solving and
discovery learning, showed significant improvements in students’ conceptual understanding
of mathematics. This method also encourages students to see mathematics as a dynamic and
exploratory subject, rather than a static collection of rules to be memorized.

Use of Technology in Mathematics Education

The role of technology in mathematics education has grown exponentially over the past few
decades. Technological tools, such as graphing calculators, dynamic geometry software, and
educational apps, offer innovative ways to teach mathematical concepts and engage students
in interactive learning (Li & Ma, 2010). According to the National Council of Teachers of
Mathematics (NCTM, 2014), technology can facilitate a more student-centered learning
environment by allowing learners to visualize mathematical concepts, experiment with
models, and receive immediate feedback.

Studies by Drijvers et al. (2016) and Goos, Galbraith, Renshaw, and Geiger (2003)
demonstrate that integrating technology into mathematics education can improve student
performance, particularly in complex areas like calculus and trigonometry. However, despite
its potential, the use of technology in classrooms is still limited, especially in developing
countries like Pakistan. Barriers such as inadequate infrastructure, lack of teacher training,
and resistance to change (Schrum & Levin, 2013) have slowed the adoption of these modern
teaching tools.

Collaborative Learning and Peer Tutoring

Collaborative learning is another pedagogical strategy that has been shown to be effective in
mathematics education. Vygotsky’s (1978) concept of the "zone of proximal development"
suggests that students can achieve higher levels of understanding when working with peers.
Research by Slavin (2014) and Johnson, Johnson, and Smith (2007) demonstrates that peer
tutoring and collaborative problem-solving in mathematics significantly enhance student
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learning outcomes.

Lavy and Shriki (2014) found that students engaged in collaborative learning environments
not only performed better academically but also developed a more positive attitude toward
mathematics. The study further highlighted that collaboration helped reduce anxiety,
particularly in students who struggled with math. Peer interaction fosters a sense of shared
responsibility and allows students to explain concepts in simpler, more relatable terms to
each other, further reinforcing their understanding.

Challenges in Implementing Modern Teaching Strategies

Despite the proven effectiveness of modern, student-centered teaching methods, there are
numerous challenges in implementing these strategies in developing countries like Pakistan.
According to UNESCO (2015), many schools in low- and middle-income countries face
infrastructural constraints, large class sizes, and lack of adequate teacher training. These
factors limit the ability of teachers to move away from traditional methods and adopt more
interactive, student-centered approaches.

In Pakistan specifically, research conducted by Saeed and Mahmood (2013) shows that even
in private schools, where resources are comparatively better than public institutions,
teachers still rely heavily on traditional, lecture-based instruction. Teachers cite reasons such
as curriculum rigidity, time constraints, and examination pressures as the main barriers to
implementing modern teaching strategies. Moreover, many teachers are reluctant to
embrace new methodologies due to a lack of proper training and support from school
administrations (Igbal & Ahmed, 2015).

The Importance of Professional Development

For effective implementation of innovative teaching strategies, continuous professional
development is essential. Darling-Hammond, Hyler, and Gardner (2017) argue that
professional development should focus on equipping teachers with the skills and confidence
to adopt student-centered approaches in their classrooms. According to Timperley et al.
(2007), when teachers are actively involved in professional learning communities, they are
more likely to experiment with and sustain new instructional practices that promote deeper
student engagement in subjects like mathematics.

In Pakistan, efforts have been made to improve teacher education programs, particularly at
the private school level, but much work remains to be done. As Jamil (2004) notes,
professional development in the context of mathematics education should focus not only on
pedagogical strategies but also on subject matter knowledge. Teachers need to have a deep
understanding of mathematical concepts themselves before they can successfully implement
modern teaching techniques.

Furthermore, studies show that collaborative learning, technological integration, and
formative assessments can significantly enhance students' comprehension and engagement.
Despite this, many private schools in Karachi continue to adhere to conventional methods
that emphasize rote learning and memorization, limiting students' ability to apply
mathematical concepts to real-world problems.

The literature suggests a global shift toward more interactive, student-centered methods of
teaching mathematics, with numerous studies highlighting the benefits of inquiry-based
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learning, technology integration, and collaborative teaching. However, the traditional
methods still prevalent in private schools in Karachi, particularly those reliant on rote
learning and direct instruction, limit students’ conceptual understanding and problem-
solving skills. As Pakistani schools begin to embrace more innovative educational practices,
addressing the challenges of teacher training, curriculum flexibility, and resource allocation
will be key to improving the overall quality of mathematics education.

Methodology

Research Design

This study employs a mixed-methods approach, combining qualitative and quantitative data
to comprehensively evaluate the teaching strategies in private secondary schools in Karachi.

Participants

. Schools: 10 private schools were selected across various regions of Karachi.

o Teachers: 20 mathematics teachers from these schools participated in the study.
o Students: Data was collected from 200 students through surveys.

Data Collection Tools

1. Classroom Observations: Observations were made during mathematics lessons to
document the teaching strategies used.

2. Teacher Interviews: Semi-structured interviews were conducted to understand
teachers’ perspectives on the strategies they use.

3. Student Surveys: A survey was designed to measure student engagement and
perceptions of the teaching methods.

4. Student Performance Data: Examination results were analyzed to correlate

teaching strategies with student performance.

Data Analysis

o Qualitative Data: Thematic analysis was conducted on the interviews and
observation notes to identify recurring themes related to teaching strategies.

. Quantitative Data: Descriptive statistics and correlation analyses were conducted
on student surveys and performance data.

Results

1. Prevalence of Traditional Teaching Methods

Classroom observations revealed that a majority (75%) of the mathematics lessons were
predominantly lecture-based, with teachers using direct instruction to convey mathematical
principles. This method, while efficient in delivering content, was found to be less effective in
engaging students in critical thinking.
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Prevalence of Different Teaching Strategies in Mathematics Lessons

Technology Integration

Rote Learning

Interactive Techniques

Traditional Lecture-based
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The chart to represent the prevalence of different teaching strategies in mathematics lessons
based on the analysis. The chart shows how traditional lecture-based methods dominate,
with limited use of interactive techniques and technology integration

2. Limited Use of Interactive Techniques

Although some teachers (30%) occasionally employed interactive techniques such as group
work and problem-solving sessions, these activities were often secondary to more traditional
methods. Teachers cited time constraints and curriculum pressures as reasons for not
incorporating more student-centered approaches.

Prevalence of Traditional Lecture-based Methods in Mathematics Lessons

Other Methods

Traditional Lecture-based

A pie chart illustrating the prevalence of traditional lecture-based methods
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3. Rote Learning and Conceptual Understanding

Student surveys and interviews highlighted a reliance on rote memorization, with students
expressing difficulty in understanding the underlying concepts of mathematical problems.
Approximately 65% of students reported that they often memorize formulas and solutions
without fully grasping the logic behind them.

Limited Use of Interactive Techniques in Mathematics Lessons

12

10

Percentage of Lessons

0

Group Work Problem-solving Sessions Others

A bar chart showing the limited use of interactive techniques like group work and problem-
solving sessions
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4. Technology Integration

Use of Technology in Mathematics Lessons

Other Technology

Mathematical Software

Interactive Whiteboards

0 2 4 6 8 10
Percentage of Lessons

the integration of various technological tools in mathematics lessons.

Despite the growing use of technology in education, only 20% of the observed lessons made
use of technological tools, such as interactive whiteboards or mathematical software.
Teachers indicated that a lack of resources and technical training were significant barriers to
integrating technology into their teaching.
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Rote Learning vs. Conceptual Understanding in Mathematics

Understand Concepts

35.0%

65.0%

Memorize Formulas Without Understanding

comparing rote memorization with conceptual understanding among students.

Discussion

The findings suggest that while private schools in Karachi have made efforts to modernize
their teaching practices, traditional methods still dominate the mathematics classroom. The
over-reliance on lectures and rote memorization restricts students' ability to develop critical
thinking and problem-solving skills, which are essential for mastering mathematics. The
limited use of technology and interactive strategies further hinders the development of a
more dynamic and engaging learning environment.

Challenges such as insufficient professional development for teachers, rigid curriculum
structures, and lack of resources prevent teachers from adopting innovative teaching
strategies. There is a need for a paradigm shift in the way mathematics is taught, moving from
a teacher-centered approach to a more student-centered, inquiry-based model.

Conclusion

This research demonstrates that existing teaching strategies for mathematics in private
secondary schools in Karachi are heavily reliant on traditional methods, which do not
effectively foster conceptual understanding and critical thinking among students. There is a
need to adopt more modern and interactive approaches, such as inquiry-based learning,
collaborative techniques, and technology integration, to improve student engagement and
performance. Addressing the challenges faced by teachers through professional development
and resource provision is crucial for enhancing mathematics education.

Recommendations

1. Professional Development: Teachers should receive regular training on modern
pedagogical techniques and technology integration.

2. Curriculum Flexibility: Schools should consider more flexible curricula that allow
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for the inclusion of interactive and student-centered learning activities.

3. Technological Support: Investments in technological infrastructure and training
can help teachers effectively integrate technology into their mathematics lessons.
4. Promoting Conceptual Understanding: Teachers should focus on developing

students' conceptual understanding through problem-solving, inquiry-based learning, and
real-world applications of mathematics.
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