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Abstract:
Globalization, driven by economic factors and technological advancements, often
conflicts with nation-state systems, a tension present since the Peace of Westphalia
in 1648. The rapid pace of technological development has further challenged national
sovereignty, although the COVID-19 pandemic temporarily strengthened state
control over borders and trade. Pakistan, founded on the Two Nations Theory and
strategically located, continues to face significant regional, economic, and political
challenges 75 years post-independence. This study uses the critical theory of
globalization and discourse analysis to explore these challenges and examines case
studies of India, South Korea, Bangladesh, and Vietnam to offer lessons for Pakistan
to navigate its current issues and leverage globalization effectively.
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1. Introduction

The swift exchange of goods, ideas, and knowledge within the globalized landscape is a widely
recognized phenomenon (Al-Rodhan and Stoudmann, 2006). Opinions vary regarding
globalization’s impact on nation-states and non-state actors, such as multinational
corporations. The technological revolution has further accelerated these processes
(Kissinger, 2014, Muhammad, S. K. P. (2023), Pathan, M. S. K. (2022), Khan, M. S. (2021).
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Following World War II, the collapse of colonial powers and the rise of newly independent
states, including Pakistan, signaled a significant transformation. The end of the Cold War and
the disintegration of the Soviet Union amplified the debate between globalization and
nationalism, showcasing both their advantages and disadvantages. This period also saw the
emergence of a global economic order governed by institutions like Bretton Woods, which
ushered in the 5th Industrial Revolution (5IR) characterized by disruptive innovations,
enhanced connectivity, and intelligent automation. A unipolar world, dominated by the U.S.
and its allies, shaped the global economic landscape. However, a gradual shift towards
multipolarity is evident, as China’s growing economic influence increasingly challenges U.S.
dominance, raising new issues for globalization advocates.

Since its inception, Pakistan has faced a multitude of security and economic challenges.
During the Cold War, Pakistan was caught between aligning with the U.S.-led bloc or the
Soviet Union. Ultimately, Pakistan allied with the U.S. due to security concerns, particularly
from India, and joined organizations such as the Southeast Asia Treaty Organization (SEATO)
and the Central Treaty Organization (CENTO). Today, these challenges remain, compounded
by the risk of economic default due to substantial foreign debt. The interplay between
national identity, Islamic ideology, and globalization has placed immense strain on Pakistan,
leading to political polarization and deepening ethnic and religious divisions. Additionally,
unresolved issues stemming from the subcontinent's partition, notably the Kashmir conflict,
have hindered regional progress and prosperity, restricting the flow of goods, ideas, and
knowledge.

The compounded challenges Pakistan has faced since its independence continue to influence
its current trajectory. Pakistan’s founding ideology, which is somewhat inconsistent with the
modern concept of a nation-state, has been further strained by globalization. Economically
fragile and politically divided, Pakistan’s strategic rivalry with India and its unstable border
with Afghanistan continue to negatively impact its economy, politics, and regional
connectivity, obstructing major initiatives like the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC).
In the context of globalization, Pakistan often finds itself facing negative perceptions and
external pressures, particularly from international financial institutions (IFIs) such as the
World Bank (W.B.) and the International Monetary Fund (IMF), which are heavily influenced
by U.S. policy. Despite complying with numerous conditions, Pakistan remains subject to U.S.
criticism, especially for its close financial ties with China, specifically the CPEC project.
Moreover, the convergence of strategic interests among Pakistan’s adversaries has
intensified hybrid warfare tactics, exacerbating the country’s vulnerabilities. Confronting
these multifaceted challenges continues to be a formidable task for Pakistan.

Currently, Pakistan faces considerable economic and security challenges, including a debt-
ridden economy, strained relations with India and Afghanistan, and internal threats from
terrorism and political instability. A comprehensive analysis is essential to develop a robust
national response to mitigate societal polarization and thrive within an increasingly anarchic,
globalized world. This study seeks to explore how Pakistan can adapt and learn from
countries such as Bangladesh, Vietnam, South Korea, and India to forge a politically and
economically sustainable path, safeguarding its sovereignty, territorial integrity, and long-
term security. The framework for this research draws on the achievements of these nations,
emphasizing the importance of aligning Pakistan’s strategies with a global order shaped by
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the forces of globalization.

From the outset, Pakistan has confronted numerous security challenges along both its eastern
and western borders. Its alliance with the U.S. provided temporary economic relief, especially
through involvement in U.S.-led wars in Afghanistan, first against the Soviet Union in the
1980s and later against the Afghan Taliban in the 2000s. However, Pakistan’s enduring
rivalry with India has severely hindered its economic growth, both regionally and globally.
Today, Pakistan continues to contend with chronic economic and security issues, whether
through choice or compulsion. Resolving these challenges remains a national priority, but
globalization adds new layers of complexity.

The main aim of this research is to explore how globalization has affected Pakistan’s political
and economic survival. It seeks to understand why Pakistan continues to struggle with
persistent conflicts and challenges that have stalled its development, while other nations
facing similar issues have found success. Employing qualitative research grounded in
descriptive analysis and interpretive philosophy, the study contextualizes Pakistan’s
challenges and opportunities within the globalized, anarchic world order.

Through comparative analysis, this study examines how countries like South Korea, Vietnam,
India, and Bangladesh overcame obstacles similar to those Pakistan faces today. By
identifying successful strategies employed by these nations, the research seeks to provide
Pakistan with insights into addressing its own difficulties. This descriptive research design,
supported by the critical theory of globalization, aims to offer a blueprint for how Pakistan
can navigate its current challenges without compromising its political or economic
sovereignty.

The study also delves into the impact of globalization on the concept of nation-states,
particularly in relation to Islamic statehood, through the lens of critical globalization theory.
By analyzing globalization through Liberalism and Transformationalism, the research
explores how state authority has been undermined across various spheres, with a particular
focus on Pakistan’s unique challenges. Ultimately, the goal is to present a model-based
approach that draws lessons from nations that have successfully maintained their
sovereignty, independence, and territorial integrity while thriving in a globalized
environment.

In advocating for best practices from other countries, this study emphasizes the need for
Pakistan to adapt strategies that can foster progress in a globalized world. By learning from
the successful experiences of South Korea, Vietnam, India, and Bangladesh, Pakistan can
develop a pathway to secure its sovereignty, ensure sustainable security, and achieve
prosperity in the global context. This research presents a model based on the experiences of
these nations, providing valuable lessons for Pakistan’s journey through globalization’s
complexities.

2. Literature Review

Douglas Kellner argues that globalization, propelled by the technological revolution, has
brought about a profound restructuring of capitalism. He further notes that globalization
extends beyond technology, influencing the economic, political, and cultural spheres (Kellner,
2002). Paul Hirst and Grahame Thompson have explored globalization’s impact on nation-
states, suggesting that national economic growth will continue to play a vital role in the
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broader global economy (Hirst and Thompson, 1995). Similarly, Martin Wolf believes that
nation-states will endure the pressures of globalization, asserting that globalization will
persist as long as governments facilitate its expansion (Wolf, 2001) Muhammad, S. K. P.
(2023), Pathan, M. S. K. (2022), Khan, M. S. (2021

Michael Mann identifies four key threats posed by globalization to nation-states: capitalism,
environmental challenges, identity politics, and geopolitical tensions, particularly in the
aftermath of World War II. Mann highlights that these threats manifest differently across
regions, making it difficult to form universal conclusions. He contends that while global
networks grow, they tend to weaken local rather than national interaction networks
(Muhammad, S. K. P. (2023), Pathan, M. S. K. (2022), Khan, M. S. (2021Mann, 1997).

Victor Kuvaldin focuses on the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic, arguing that it may prompt
Western powers, particularly the U.S,, to attempt to reassert dominance, potentially resulting
in global instability (Kuvaldin, 2021). In this context, some claim that globalization has
hindered states’ ability to effectively safeguard their populations (Caron, 2021). Meanwhile,
Irfan Ahmad and Jie Kang maintain that globalization continues to be the prevailing paradigm
for nation-states (Ahmad and Kang, 2022). Although the pandemic led to temporary border
closures, borders have reopened, and globalization remains under scrutiny. This
examination, along with the rise of populist movements such as "Trumpism," has fueled
discussions about the emergence of "de-globalization" (Muhammad, S. K. P. (2023), Pathan,
M. S. K. (2022), Khan, M. S. (2021) Steger, 2022).

Kellner further elaborates that globalization’s impact on capitalism has introduced new
models of economic interaction, influencing market operations and wealth distribution. Hirst
and Thompson underscore the importance of national economies even as global networks
expand, indicating a mutually beneficial relationship rather than a hierarchical one. Wolf’s
claim that globalization will persist depends on policy frameworks’ flexibility and capacity to
adapt to its continued growth.

Mann's model of four threats presents a complex challenge: capitalism’s focus on profit often
undermines social cohesion and environmental sustainability; global environmental
problems require international cooperation, putting strain on national policies; identity
politics, exacerbated by globalization, can fragment states; and geopolitical shifts driven by
global power dynamics can destabilize entire regions.

Kuvaldin's analysis of the pandemic highlights potential shifts in global power structures,
with far-reaching implications for international relations and economic strategies. Caron’s
critique points to the inherent tension between global interconnectedness and state
sovereignty, especially in times of crisis. Ahmad and Kang reiterate that despite disruptions,
globalization continues to shape the policies and economies of nation-states.

The discourse surrounding de-globalization reflects a growing skepticism toward
globalization, fuelled by political movements and economic instability. This skepticism
challenges the assumption of an increasingly interconnected world, hinting at a possible shift
towards more localized, nationally focused policies. As these discussions evolve, it is essential
to consider how globalization can adapt to and address the complex challenges it faces in the
future.
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3. Impact of Globalization

Globalization is a complex and multidimensional phenomenon that encompasses economic,
technological, social, cultural, and political elements. Scholars have offered various
definitions, each emphasizing different facets of globalization's impact on nation-states
(Parjanadze, 2009). For instance, Nederveen Pieterse (1993) describes globalization as a set
of processes that integrates the world’s population into a single global society. In contrast,
Reich sees it as a system where activities, events, and decisions have worldwide
consequences for individuals and communities. The role of economic and financial
integration is also central to defining globalization (Mir, 2014). Likewise, the social
dimension of globalization is viewed as facilitating global connectivity between regions
(Held, 1997). As a multifaceted process, globalization encompasses politics, economics,
technology, the environment, and ideology, intensifying these elements while promoting
social cohesion (Muhammad, S. K. P. (2023), Pathan, M. S. K. (2022), Khan, M. S. (2021) Steger,
2020).

Historically, globalization has been interpreted through three main perspectives: hyper-
globalists, sceptics, and transformationalists (Parjanadze, 2009). The term "global village,"
introduced by Marshall McLuhan in 1967, reflects this growing interconnectedness
(McLuhan, 1966). While some scholars trace globalization’s roots back to 3000 BCE, others
argue that it is a more recent phenomenon. The rapid pace of global interactions has
prompted historians to identify eight distinct phases of globalization: the Eurasian period
(3000 BCE), Afro-Asian period (1000 BCE), Oriental Globalization 1 (500 BCE), Oriental
Globalization II (1100 BCE), Multi-Centric period (Atlantic expansion in 1100 AD), Euro-
Atlantic period (1800), 20th Century Globalization (1950s), and 21st Century Globalization
(Pieterse, 2012). Significant historical milestones such as the Industrial and French
Revolutions, the two World Wars, the League of Nations, the formation of the United Nations,
GATT, and the Bretton Woods agreement have all contributed to the evolution of
globalization. Nevertheless, the technological revolution remains the principal driving force
behind globalization (Al-Rodhan and Stoudmann, 2006; Abdelal and Segal, 2007; Martens
and Raza, 2010; Pieterse, 2012).

Globalization affects various domains—economic, political, cultural, and social—with
economic globalization often taking precedence (Hebron and Stack, 2016; Mir, 2014). Rooted
in the Bretton Woods agreement following WWII, economic globalization established the
global economic order through institutions like the IMF and World Bank, which provided
financial aid to underdeveloped countries. The post-Cold War era ushered in a new form of
capitalism designed to regulate global trade and establish binding rules for international
economic activities. Consequently, economic globalization has been predominantly governed
by the U.S. and other Western powers, though rising Asian economies, particularly China, are
increasingly challenging this dominance. Economic globalization is characterized by the
growth of global trade, the movement of international capital, interconnected economies, and
the free flow of goods and services, all underpinned by emerging technologies like Al,
robotics, quantum computing, 5G, and the Internet of Things (Llach, 2019). This global
economic system transcends geographic distances and national boundaries (Wolf, 2001).
Technological advancements and market liberalization have led to transnational
decentralization, deregulation, and the unhindered flow of goods, services, and information,
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fostering an integrated global market. However, this market remains highly reliant on
international trade, integrated financial systems, technological connectivity, and the
diminishing importance of national borders (Muhammad, S. K. P. (2023), Pathan, M. S. K.
(2022), Khan, M. S. (2021) Hebron and Stack, 2016).

Political globalization refers to the expansion and intensification of global political
interactions (Steger, 2005). This has weakened state sovereignty and governance
capabilities, contributing to the erosion of national authority and limiting the effectiveness of
state policies (Clark, 2003; Gray, 2007).

Socio-cultural globalization entails the spread and global exchange of cultural relationships,
where events in one region influence developments in another (Hebron and Stack, 2016). The
COVID-19 pandemic exemplified this interconnectedness, highlighting how global events can
reverberate worldwide. Socio-cultural dimensions of globalization are often seen as more
impactful than other facets (Appadurai, 2014). Technological advancements have further
fueled the creation of a global village and the diffusion of new ideas across borders.
Technological globalization, meanwhile, involves the rapid dissemination of technology from
developed to developing countries. Innovations by tech giants, such as Al-driven tools from
companies like ChatGPT and Google, have accelerated this process. Arjun Appadurai
identifies technology as one of the five key spheres of globalization, referring to it as the
"Technosphere" (Appadurai, 1996; Drew, 2022). As both a catalyst and consequence of
globalization, technological globalization has significantly contributed to its acceleration.
This impact is particularly evident in areas like social media, manufacturing, mobile banking,
and the operations of multinational technology firms (Theories of Globalization, 2014).
Advances in Al, quantum computing, robotics, and telecommunications have transformed the
world into a global village, enabling developing nations to compete in an increasingly
complex global landscape.

4. Theoretical Perspectives on Globalization

From a theoretical standpoint, globalization is analyzed through eight diverse frameworks,
each offering distinctive insights into its complex nature. These theories include liberalism,
constructivism, postmodernism, political realism, Marxism, feminism, transformationalism,
and eclecticism (Muhammad, S. K. P. (2023), Pathan, M. S. K. (2022), Khan, M. S. (2021) Fingar,
2009). C. Thomas Fingar predicts a significant shift in global economic power, projecting a
transition from Western dominance to a more balanced, multipolar world by 2025. This
change is driven by emerging global powers and the increasing influence of non-state actors
like multinational corporations, which are playing a transformative role in reshaping the
global order. China, in particular, has emerged as a key challenger to US hegemony, buoyed
by its unique model of "State Capitalism." Despite the deep economic interdependence
between the US and China, tensions persist, particularly over issues like territorial disputes
in the South China Sea and US relations with Taiwan. Moreover, global challenges such as
climate change, food security, volatile fuel prices, interstate conflicts, and the growing
influence of non-state entities are influencing both geopolitical and geo-economic landscapes
(Abbas and Shah, 2021).

While the United States grapples with challenges to its economic leadership, intensified by
the fallout from the Covid-19 pandemic, China has also felt the economic repercussions.
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China's strategic implementation of market reforms in 1979 propelled it to the forefront of
globalization, establishing it as a cornerstone of the global economy. Recent geopolitical
developments, such as Brexit and the policies of the Trump administration, have further
positioned China as a champion of economic globalization, multiculturalism, and the creation
of a multipolar international political system (Shuli, 2016). China's dedication to economic
privatization, democratization, and the advocacy of liberal values underscores its influential
role in contemporary global affairs (Cederman, 2022).

The fall of the Berlin Wall and the subsequent collapse of the Soviet Union marked a turning
point, leading to the dissolution of multi-ethnic communist states and the rise of new
sovereign nations. A nation-state is defined as a politically cohesive entity where state and
national identity are aligned, typically representing the dominant ethnic group within its
borders (Pusterla and Piccin, 2012). The Treaty of Westphalia, signed in 1648, was a key
historical event that laid the foundation for the system of mutually recognized sovereign
states across Europe—a model that eventually extended globally (Muhammad, S. K. P. (2023),
Pathan, M. S. K. (2022), Khan, M. S. (2021) Kissinger, 2014). This framework, which persisted
through the post-colonial period, provided the mechanisms for effective governance and
conflict resolution. Central to the Westphalian system is the principle of state sovereignty, as
articulated by Max Weber, emphasizing the state's exclusive right to use legitimate force
within its territorial boundaries (Sgrensen, 2004).

Despite the frameworks governing interstate relations, the internal political structures of
nation-states—whether democratic, authoritarian, nationalist, or liberal —remained largely
the concern of individual nations. The promotion of democracy gained significant momentum
after World War II, particularly during the Cold War, framing non-democratic regimes as
politically illegitimate or uncivilized (Sgrensen, 2004). However, ongoing debates question
the resilience of nation-states in the face of globalization. Analysts argue that although states
are integrated into the global economic system, they continue to play critical roles in
international governance, including taxation, regulation of capital flows, and management of
labour markets. In this interconnected global environment, weak or failing states stand out
as exceptions, highlighting the essential function of statehood in ensuring effective global
governance (Wolf, 2001).

The formation of nation-states also represented a significant departure from religious
governance, marking a separation between state and religion, particularly in contrast to the
I[slamic State model, where Sharia law is integrated into state authority while protecting
minority rights (Pioneer, 2022). This model, which traces its origins to the City State of
Madinah established by Prophet Muhammad (P.B.U.H.), evolved over time but faced
difficulties during transitions to monarchies and the colonial-era state systems, which often
clashed with Islamic principles.

5. Challenges for Pakistan

Pakistan, established on the foundation of the Two Nations Theory, serves as a significant
illustration of a nation-state within the Muslim world (Mukhtar, 2017). This guiding ideology
directly influenced the drafting of the Objectives Resolution, which decreed that no law
should be enacted in contradiction to the principles of the Holy Quran and Sunnah.
Incorporated into the preamble of the 1973 Constitution and enforced through Article 2A in
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1985, this resolution underscores the notion that ultimate sovereignty resides with Allah,
rather than with the state or its parliamentary majority (Muhammad, S. K. P. (2023), Pathan,
M. S. K. (2022), Khan, M. S. (2021) Ministry of Finance, 2022). Since its independence from
colonial rule, Pakistan has faced numerous challenges that have only grown in complexity
over the years. Initially, the country struggled with a severe lack of economic resources, mass
migration, and immediate security concerns, which necessitated a focus on militarization and
reliance on international financial support, particularly from institutions influenced by the
United States. This reliance was intended to stabilize the economy and fortify national
security, but it also led to increased political instability and pervasive corruption.

Pakistan’s strategic geographic location necessitated its alignment with the Western bloc
during the Cold War, a decision influenced by its colonial past and driven by survival instincts.
However, this alignment carried significant consequences, particularly in terms of strained
relations with neighboring India, predominantly due to the unresolved Kashmir issue. The
Kashmir conflict has not only required substantial military expenditure but has also
contributed to ongoing regional instability, hampering Pakistan’s economic progress.
Furthermore, rapid population growth, resulting in a large youth demographic, compounded
by economic mismanagement and insufficient integration into the global economy, has
placed further strain on the country's already limited resources. Initiatives such as the China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), a crucial part of China’s Belt and Road Initiative, offer
the potential for economic revival but have been hindered by internal political divisions and
external geopolitical pressures.

Security concerns remain a top priority, driven by internal conflicts in regions like Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan, as well as the ongoing consequences of events such as the U.S.
withdrawal from Afghanistan. These issues have forced Pakistan to divert its limited
resources toward defense, often at the cost of essential socioeconomic development.
Additionally, adversaries’ use of hybrid warfare tactics has further complicated the nation’s
security landscape, posing challenges to both its military capabilities and governance
structures (Ali, 2020).

Recent global economic downturns, exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic and the Russo-
Ukrainian conflict, have worsened Pakistan’s financial situation. Escalating commodity
prices, persistent political instability, rising external debt, and delays in securing additional
financial support from the International Monetary Fund (IMF) have pushed the country’s
economy to the brink of default.

Addressing these interrelated challenges necessitates a comprehensive strategy focused on
implementing robust economic reforms, improving governance, and fostering strategic
international partnerships. Prioritizing economic stability while maintaining security and
promoting social development is vital for Pakistan to overcome its current crises and lay the
groundwork for sustainable long-term growth.

6. Success Stories in a Globalized World

In today’s globalized world, the interconnection of economic and cultural activities, driven by
advancements in technology, opens avenues for countries like Pakistan to draw lessons from
the success stories of other nations. Several countries that faced challenges similar to those
of Pakistan have managed to chart paths towards progress, offering key insights that Pakistan
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can apply to its own context.

South Korea's journey shares striking similarities with Pakistan, particularly in terms of their
historical contexts, limited resources following independence, and initial dependence on U.S.
aid. Despite the devastation of the Korean War, which divided the Korean Peninsula into
North and South, South Korea transitioned from being one of the world’s poorest nations,
with a GDP of just $1.5 billion in the 1950s, to a developed country boasting a per capita
income of roughly $32,000 by 2019 (Muhammad, S. K. P. (2023), Pathan, M. S. K. (2022), Khan,
M. S. (2021) McCarthy, 2015). Unlike Pakistan, however, South Korea strategically invested
in labor-intensive industries and aggressively promoted exports, which played a crucial role
in its industrial growth. Even after facing the financial crisis of 1997 and seeking assistance
from the International Monetary Fund (IMF), South Korea implemented necessary economic
reforms and continued to progress without allowing regional security concerns to derail its
policies. South Korea’s emphasis on economic development over excessive defense spending,
and its diplomatic efforts to build stable regional relations through initiatives like
'Nordpolitik' and the 'Sunshine Policy," offer critical insights for Pakistan, which continues to
grapple with regional security challenges and economic instability.

Bangladesh, which gained independence from Pakistan amidst considerable political and
economic turmoil, presents another valuable example. Initially labelled a ‘basket case’ in the
1970s (Blum, 2018), Bangladesh has since overtaken Pakistan in terms of economic growth
by shifting from an agrarian-based economy to one driven by exports. The implementation
of structural reforms and the development of the readymade garment (RMG) industry were
pivotal to this transformation, with RMG exports accounting for 83% of Bangladesh’s total
exports in 2021. Bangladesh'’s consistent economic growth—averaging over 5% since the
1980s—and its relatively balanced trade and payment situation have kept its economy stable,
providing Pakistan with a model of economic resilience it could emulate.

Similarly, Vietnam’s path to development highlights the importance of comprehensive
economic reforms. The 'Doi Moi' reforms, launched in the mid-1980s, along with the
liberalization of trade and integration into global economic institutions, transformed Vietnam
into a major exporter of textiles and electronic goods by 2017. These reforms dramatically
increased per capita income and improved human capital, pulling millions out of poverty.
Vietnam'’s success in elevating living standards, enhancing access to electricity, and ensuring
clean water offers crucial lessons for Pakistan, which faces comparable development
challenges.

India’s economic journey also provides significant insights. Despite facing hurdles from
policy changes like demonetization and the introduction of the Goods and Services Tax (GST),
India’s post-1990s economic liberalization has spurred consistent growth. Liberalization
measures, particularly in the IT sector, combined with stable macroeconomic management,
have enabled India to secure a strong position in the global economy. Projections indicate
that India’s contribution to the global GDP will rise considerably in the coming decades
(Benzell et al, 2022). For Pakistan, India’s experience underscores the importance of
structural reforms, sound economic policies, and the potential for sustained growth despite
internal and external challenges.

Each of these nations, by prioritizing economic reforms, fostering regional stability, and
focusing on industrial growth, presents valuable strategies that Pakistan could adopt to
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overcome its ongoing challenges. Learning from these examples could be instrumental in
helping Pakistan achieve sustainable economic development and regional stability.

7. Comparative Analysis

In today’s increasingly interconnected and globalized environment, Pakistan cannot afford to
isolate itself from the advancements made by other countries across a range of sectors. To
effectively navigate the complexities brought about by globalization, Pakistan must draw
lessons from the experiences of nations that have successfully tackled challenges similar to
those it currently faces. These insights and strategies can offer valuable guidance for
Pakistan’s path to progress.

One of the key dynamics that will continue to shape the Indo-Pak relationship is India’s
approach to the Kashmir dispute. Following the revocation of Article 370, which granted
special status to Jammu and Kashmir, India’s stance has hardened, making a peaceful
resolution even more elusive. Instead of relying on military means, which have historically
failed to resolve the issue, Pakistan should prioritize a robust diplomatic strategy aimed at
keeping the Kashmir issue alive on the global stage. For example, after the Pulwama attack in
2019, India revoked the Most Favoured Nation (MFN) status it had previously granted to
Pakistan in 1996. In a research paper featured in the *Pakistan Army Green Book*, Zulfqar
Khan and Ahmad Khan highlight how some political factions within Pakistan supported the
idea of extending MFN status to India, while others strongly opposed it, considering it
inappropriate until India demonstrates a genuine willingness to address unresolved issues,
including the Kashmir dispute (Khan and Khan, 2015). This highlights the complexity of
Pakistan’s political landscape, which remains moderate even in the face of India’s
uncompromising stance and destabilizing activities within Pakistan (Muhammad, S. K. P.
(2023), Pathan, M. S. K. (2022), Khan, M. S. (2021) Khan and Khan, 2015).

Since the advent of nuclear deterrence in South Asia, Pakistan has achieved a minimum
credible deterrence at the strategic level, which should allow it to avoid being overly
influenced by regional security threats. By adopting a policy that prioritizes peace over
conflict, especially in relation to Afghanistan and the broader Middle East, Pakistan stands to
benefit significantly in the long term. Additionally, it must carefully manage its relationships
with both China and the United States, ensuring that it protects its strategic interests with
both global powers. In a global political context, it is vital for Pakistan to address U.S. concerns
regarding China’s expanding financial influence in the region, as this will help the country
remain a key player on the international stage.

Much like South Korea’s example, Pakistan should shift its focus from geopolitics to geo-
economics. This transformation demands prudent financial governance, reducing its reliance
on the International Monetary Fund (IMF), foreign loans, and bailouts. Pakistan can also draw
inspiration from export-oriented economic models that have been successfully adopted by
nations such as Bangladesh and Vietnam. By learning from their experiences, Pakistan can
revitalize its textile industry and other key sectors, thereby fostering export-led economic
growth.

Concerns regarding the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) can be alleviated by
ensuring that the initiative remains squarely focused on socio-economic development.
However, transparency is crucial across all projects under CPEC to avoid the risk of
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exacerbating the economic crisis that Pakistan is currently grappling with (Feseha, 2018).
To unlock the potential of its burgeoning youth population, Pakistan needs to invest heavily
in human capital development and diversify its education system to focus more on technical
and vocational training. Fostering an environment that encourages business and social
entrepreneurship is also essential for ensuring the nation’s future prosperity.

Lastly, in an increasingly globalized world, military interventions often prove
counterproductive, leading to costly compromises and potentially inviting international
sanctions. Pakistan’s future lies in strengthening its democratic institutions and cultivating
traditions that inspire public confidence. A stronger democracy will not only lead the nation
towards political and economic prosperity but also contribute to fostering regional stability.

Conclusion

The persistent tension between globalization and the concept of the nation-state remains a
significant challenge. The formation of regional blocs such as the European Union (EU), the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), and the North American Free Trade
Agreement (NAFTA) reflects a gradual diminishing of traditional state boundaries and the
growing integration of regional economies. Advances in technology have further accelerated
the forces of globalization, creating unprecedented connections between nations. Although
certain events, like Brexit, the border closures during the COVID-19 pandemic, and the global
refugee crisis, have temporarily underscored the importance of national sovereignty,
resisting the overarching influence of digital interconnectivity and global economic
integration is an increasingly difficult task.

While political, cultural, and social dimensions are essential components of globalization,
economic globalization is the fundamental pillar upon which the concept rests. Nations such
as Vietnam, South Korea, and Bangladesh have successfully confronted the challenges posed
by globalization, adopting strategies that enabled them not only to survive crises but also to
emerge stronger and more developed. In contrast, Pakistan currently faces a severe economic
crisis, exacerbated by state securitization concerns and a rapidly expanding youth population
with limited job opportunities. By studying the experiences of countries that have
successfully navigated similar challenges, this research outlines a practical course of action
for Pakistan, enabling it to compete effectively on the global stage.

For Pakistan to achieve sustainable success, it must implement extensive structural reforms,
invest significantly in human capital development, and shift its focus from geopolitics to geo-
economics. The solution to Pakistan's long-standing difficulties over the past 75 years lies in
attaining economic independence and making strategic investments in its people.

This research is valuable to both policymakers and scholars. For policymakers, the insights
and conclusions offer a detailed roadmap, with clearly defined objectives and timelines, to
guide the development of a comprehensive strategic plan aimed at achieving economic
sovereignty and boosting Pakistan’s competitiveness in the global market. From an academic
perspective, this research provides a solid foundation for further inquiry into the underlying
causes of Pakistan’s challenges and offers a basis for exploring innovative solutions to the
country’s economic difficulties.

Although this study primarily centers on comparative case studies of specific countries
within the framework of globalization, it is clear that more attention must be given to the
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complex relationship between statehood, globalization, and Islam. A more in-depth
examination of these interconnected areas could yield valuable insights in the academic
realm.

Undeniably, globalization has weakened the traditional concept of nationhood to some
degree. However, it has also presented tremendous opportunities for developing countries
through transnational economic activities, enhanced connectivity, and the influence of
international organizations. Pakistan can learn much from countries that have successfully
navigated this intricate path and overcome comparable challenges. To manage these
complexities effectively, Pakistan must be prepared to make difficult, potentially unpopular
decisions, accept the hardships that accompany such transformations, and remain steadfast
in its pursuit of long-term gains to ultimately achieve progress and prosperity.
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